
 
 

 
Englewood Elementary Mold Abatement Update 
 
On August 4, 2016, mold was discovered at Englewood Elementary School in the kitchen area, 
cafeteria dining area, and a small office occupied by the school’s instructional coach. The procedure 
for mold identification is essentially a visual inspection for areas that might contain mold. All areas of 
the school were visually inspected for any areas of concern and then the TCSS maintenance 
department engaged the assistance of Safety Environmental Laboratories and Consulting, Inc. to 
inspect the areas of concern, conduct air quality testing, collect surface wipe samples, and provide 
recommendations for the abatement process. 
 
Summary results of the testing revealed the following. 

 Types of mold spores detected were: Basidiospores; Aspergillus/Penicillium group organisms, 
and Cladosporium. 

 The air quality tests showed that the outdoor air ambient sample was actually higher than the 
airborne fungal samples collected within the areas of concern. Background information 
provided by the Safety Environmental Laboratories and Consulting, Inc. states that “fungal 
spores are found within the air and on surfaces of all structures, including homes, schools, 
health care facilities, industrial and manufacturing facilities. Fungal organisms are part of our 
natural environment.”  

 Spore counts from wipe samples, in direct contact with the mold itself were naturally high in 
content. 

 
The areas of concern were sealed and immediate treatment and cleaning was initiated by MAK 
Environmental. The areas were sealed and quarantined before the start of school and no students or 
employees have had contact in those areas. Food service for all meals has been provided from 
satellite schools - Taylorville Primary and Hillcrest High.  
 
The Director of Nursing for the Tuscaloosa County School System has maintained contact with the 
Tuscaloosa County Health Department and the State Department of Education’s nursing manager. 
The Tuscaloosa County Health Department has also consulted with the State agency. No further 
recommendations beyond what was already in process have been suggested. The local school nurse 
has monitored on a daily basis for any student or employee sickness that might indicate any related 
concern.  
 
The average daily attendance for 16 elementary schools within the Tuscaloosa County School 
System from August 11, 2016 through August 25, 2016 was 97.55%. The average daily attendance 
for Englewood Elementary for that same period is 97.76%. 
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Completion Timeline 

1. The cleaning process has been completed by MAK Environmental as of Friday, August 26, 
2016. 

2. Air quality testing has been conducted by Safety Environmental Laboratories and Consulting, 
Inc. once again with results of that testing is expected at some point during the day on 
Monday, August 29, 2016. 

3. As soon as test results confirm all is clear, the Child Nutrition Program staff will re-enter the 
cafeteria and begin the set-up process. 

4. The Tuscaloosa County Health Department will be contacted and conduct their own 
inspection. 

5. Tentative plans are for normal food service to resume at the Englewood Elementary cafeteria 
Tuesday, September 6th. The additional time is needed for setup of equipment and the 
ordering and delivery of food to replenish the storage areas. 

 
Anticipated plans are to post all documents related to the inspections, testing, clean-up, and 
operation of the facility by Wednesday, August 31, 2016. The information will be posted on the 
Englewood Elementary School’s website (http://englewoodelementary.tcss.net/englewoodes). 
Additional information will be provided at that time related to additional steps that will be taken to 
minimize the possibility of future outbreaks. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


